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Abstract 

In the hands of the Indian English postcolonial writers, India ceases to be an 

objective cartographic reality or a point on the atlas. The nation becomes a subjective 

perception of the mind, etched by the writer’s imaginative. Thus from geographical 

representation of India, the postcolonial writer now turn to an imaginative perception of 

space, whereby the nation is re-located in the contours of the mind. The present paper 

dealt with the discussion about the postcolonial writers: Rudyard Kipling, Salman Rushdie 

and Ruskin Bond. 
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Rudyard Kipling, Salman Rushdia and Ruskin Bond cover a wide spectrum; their 

writing careers divided by the historical process of British imperialism and Indian 

independence. They produce themselves as representatives of the literature, and as 

creators of an imaginative India Rudyard Kipling’s Kim, Salman Rushdie’s ‘Midnight’s 

Children’ and Bond’s ‘The Coral Tree’, ‘My Father’s Tree in Dehra’ are written from 

different perspectives : ‘Kim’ from an imperialist’s perceptive of an orient, ‘Midnight’s 

Children’ from an immigrant’s nostalgic perceptions on his ‘home’ and ‘The Coral Tree’ 

and ‘My Father’s Tree in Dehra’, from a sheer desperation to identity with his displaced 

home. These texts share a unifying vision of India, a vision that transcends the ‘Real’ 

space to from an ‘imaginative’ space. 

Rudyard Kipling born in Bombay in 1965, was brought to England in 1971, Where 

he spent five years with a family in South sea separated from his parents. He worked for 

seven years as a journalist in India, and in 1889 he went back to London. Rushdie, too, 

has almost a similar biography. He born in Bombay as a Muslim, he had much of his 

education in England and is a resident there, while his family still lives in Pakistan. Both 

Kipling and Rushdie, therefore, have and outsider’s vision of India, who seize an 

unfamiliar territory and proclaim it as their domain. But Ruskin born in England and 

brought up in India and spent only an interim period of four yeas in England (1951-1955) 

before settling down as a permanent resident of Mussoorie, in the hill-station of North 
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India. Bond is an insider, whose vision of India is direct and first hand, as distinguished 

from the extraneous vision of an imperialist like Rudyard Kipling and Salman Rushdie. 

In the novel of Kipling’s ‘Kim’, Kim in the son of a drunken Irish soldier but is 

brought up by a half caste woman who pretends to be his ant. In Rushdie’s Midnight 

Children, a Muslim family brings up Saleem, who is born to the English-Hindu parents 

both novels are texts of surrogate parents. To both Kipling and Rushdie India remains a 

surrogate land which they try to encapsulate by disguising their origins. Regarding to 

white skin and black masks, Kim’s “Whiteness” as an instrument of native disguise which 

asserts imperial superiority over the colonials. Kim is a white boy who can discard his 

colours at whim . Though the sleeps, eats and lives in the social world of colonial India, he 

moves in and out of his roles as native and British black, and white. He finds it easier to 

“slip into Hindu or Mohammedan garb when engaged on certain business”. “when 

compared to the native boys, Kim reads and writes better. When compared to the native 

boys Kim reads and writes better. Kim belongs to India and yet, like his roles and 

disguises, discards India at his whim. India remains for him a space for adventure where 

he can outdo and fool the natives and the play the rate of spy. 

The whole of India, from Banaras to the Himalayas becomes Kim’s private 

playground. India is invested with a child’s fantasy, scoured and protected from the 

destructive realism of the adult world. The enclosed childhood that killing spent in the 

cold, damp England as if by the touch of a magic wind, in Kim’s adventurous Childhood, in 

the warm air, on the open roads of India. Kim seems to be the natural descendant of 

Mowgli. Mowgli adopted and befriended by the animals of the jungle, is taught to inhabit 

the jungle by the natives as an instrument to se the alien nation to his disadvantage. 

Kipling’s imagination creates a great and wonderful land, an exotic oriental world to his 

heart’s content.  

India is also the basic purpose of Rushdie in midnight’s children. Rushdie confirms 

imagination as one of the node of creating homeland especially for all these immigrant 

India writers who writer who write about India. 

Rushdie’s ‘Midnight’s Children’ is a creation of on imaginably India that is 

removed from the ethos of the original home and colored by the perception of the west. 

‘The children born in the first hour of India’s independence the children that Saleem talks 

with at night when the lies in bed, are every child’s imaginary friends. The children he 

plays with plays with reject Saleem, ‘expelled from the gang which was spread over the 

length and breadth of the country and, whose head quarters were behind my eyebrows’. 

In his attempt to portray India Rushdie takes help of the secret place of a child’s fantasy 

with miracles inside it and expands it until it becomes coextensive with the subcontinent 

itself. Like Kim, who is spy, a magician, a conjurer, Saleem’s story is also rooted in science 

fiction. Saleem is clerk Kent valiantly guarding his secret identity, and the children of 



 

Journal of Socio-Educational & Cultural Research, Vol. 5, No. 10, Jan-June, 2019        ISSN : 2394-2878 

 

 

3 

midnight are the Midwich Cuckoos bestowed with mysterious gifts that threaten the 

adult notion of a real India. Both Rudyard Kipling and Salman Rushdie use child 

imagination to challenge the realistic modes of representing space and home. 

Ruskin Bond is an eye witness of colonial and postcolonial era in India. He lived in 

India in both colonial and post colonial and globalization. He is close to different cultures 

that developed with the passage of time. Thus Ruskin Bond humbly succumbs to India, he 

adopted home, with stronger love and faith than he never feels for England his original 

home. Yet examining his perception of India which shows remarkable preference for hill-

stations than that of the plains. It means that this choice is possible influenced by his 

European roots. During the course of the nineteenth century hill stations sprang up all 

across British India, especially in the Himalayas. Though the chief purpose of the fill 

stations was to offer the British expatriate elites a kind of physical relief from the 

oppressive heat of plains, yet they were also both politically and psychologically 

significant. Mahatma Gandhi once wrote: ‘Delhi, most certainly, is not the symbol of 

Indian slavery. The place which is the real headquarters of the rulers in Simla’. On 

Psychological level the hill stations evoked a memory of distant homelands for the British 

elite. The atmosphere of the hill-stations, their peace and isolation provided the British 

with the illusion of living in home. Thus Indian hill stations became a replica of English 

countryside an alternative home replacing the original home. 

Ruskin Bond shares with the British their inclination for Hill-Stations and his 

portrayal of India shows a blind glorification of the hills as against disgust for the plains. 

He makes serious attempts to perfect his imagination of the pristine hills from the 

corrupting influences of the plains. The hills and that too, only the north-eastern hill 

region of India, ‘acquire the status of home’ for Ruskin Bond. Though Bond does not 

share Kipling’s imperial perception yet his bifurcated vision of India that sets the “hills” 

against the “plains” is unquestionably British in its origin. In “The coral Tree” the 

conversation between the narrator and the little girl shows how imaginative space 

envelops everything: ‘Would you care to go England?’ ‘I want to go every where’ she 

said, ‘To America and Africa and Japan’. Ruskin Bond’s purpose is to highlight that Africa, 

America, Japan are all one and the same, mere points on the globe conforming to the 

objective notion of boundary and conforming to the objective notion of boundary and 

space. Like Kipling and Rushdie, Bond once again uses child imagination, because for a 

child, places exist in the map on the mind, unrestricted by the adult vision of reality. 

In ‘My Father’s Trees in Dehra’ the Indian geography is reframed by the English 

imagination. While talking of Dehra the narrator says: ‘It acquired a certain size and 

importance with the coming of British and Angle Indian settlers. The English have an 

affinity with trees and in the rolling hills of Dehra they discovered a treat which, in spite 

of snakes and mosquitoes reminded them, just a little bit of England’s green and pleasant 
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land’. The geography of India is alien, and thus with the help of imagination Bond 

recreates an alternative India rustic and pastoral in charm. Bond follows Kipling’s 

footstep in creating a pastoral India that the British so lovingly cherished. ‘Is this urge to 

encapsulate the whole of reality?’ This incurable ‘disease’ that has affected Kipling, 

Rushdie and Bond. In their passion to swallow India they go beyond reality to create a 

neo-India. The India of their imagination. Imagination therefore is not divorced from 

reality but is a valid counterpart of reality. 
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Abdul Qayuum Ansari, Journalism and Momin Movement 

Abdul Azim Akhter 

Abstract 

      When the leadership of the Muslim community was in the hands of people considered 

to be elite (ashraf) in the society, Abdul Qayuum Ansari and has Momin movement 

provided space and voice to the backward castes ( Ajlaf &Arzal)  from the community and 

Momin / Ansari caste in particular in the National Movement. This movement later on 

came to be also known as Pasmanda movement. He was also a journalist, and despite his 

hectic political engagements took out time to immerse in the world of words. The present 

paper dealt with the analysis of Momin movement and Abdul Qayuum Ansari. 

Keywords: Momin, Pasmanda, Muslim Leader, Ansari, Ashraf, Ajlaf, Arzal 

Abdul Qayuum Ansari is counted among hard core nationalist leaders who 

contested the claim of Md. Ali Jinnah to be the only representative of Indian Muslims, and 

his Momin Party caused significant damage to the Muslim League in Bihar. Ansari 

through his movement rebutted the claim of Jinnah to be what Ayesha Jalal called ‗sole 

spokesman‘. He was popular in United Province, and Bihar region awakened the lower 

strata of the Muslims against the British rule.  

He was born in a Momin Ansari  family at Dehri-on-Sone, Bihar on 1 July 1905. 

After studying at Sasaram and Dehri-on-Sone High Schools, he went on to attend Aligarh 

Muslim University, Calcutta University, and Allahabad University, though his education 

was interrupted from time to time due to his active involvement in the freedom movement. 

Abdul Qayuum Ansari was also an accomplished journalist, writer and poet. His 

association with journalism was natural. Among the important journals of this series are 

Al-Islah (1924-72), Musawat (1933), and Tehzeeb (1953). Apart from this literary journal 

‗Husno Ishq‘ (1924-1926) was also brought out by him.
1 

In fact, Ansari started his public 

life from journalism, and this was the reason why qualities of truth, integrity, morality, and 

fearlessness came out. His career began with the editorial responsibility of ‗Husno-Ishq‘ 

and ‗Al-Islah‘ which reached its climax with ‗Momin Duniya‘. Sheikh Imamuddin writes 

about the cause of his passion for journalism: ‗Al-Hilal has created stir, Comrade and 

Hamdard was also inspiring the youth..these papers guided Abdul Qayuum 

Ansari..Gandhiji had closed Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience...He wanted to 

carry out the voice of freedom in a silent manner for which journals and papers were 

required. Thus two journals, ‗Husn-o-Ishq‘ and ‗Al-Islah‘ were launched in his editorship. 

Husn-o-Ishq was a treasure of literature and Al-Islah kept the flame of freedom burning 

among the Urdu readers.‘
2 

About his association with journalism, the April 1976 issue of 

Murgh-e-Chaman writes: ‗Sasaram has a pride of place as the first biography of Shad 

Azimabadi was published from here. This biography was published by Moin Ahmed Qais 
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Rizvi, pupil of Shad from Al-Islah press in 1925..The introduction inside was written by 

Abdul Qayuum Ansari, joint editor ‗Al-Islah‘ and ‗Husn-o-Ishq‘ and it also has 

advertising of ‗Al-Islah‘ on the other page.‘
3 

Another journal patronised by him was 

‗Ishara‘, which was a literary magazine.  

He was involved in the freedom struggle of India at a very early age and as a part 

of the same he left the government run school at his home town. He established a national 

school for the students who had boycotted government schools in response to the call of 

the Indian National Congress. For this he was arrested and imprisoned at the young age of 

16, since it amounted to participation in Non-Cooperation and Khilafat Movements. 

He was known for his commitment to national integration, secularism and 

communal harmony. He was a leader who worked against the demand of Muslim league 

for creation of a separate Muslim nation from India as an independent state.He worked 

closely with the Indian National Congress throughout as a youth leader and even took part 

in the students‘ agitation against the Simon Commission during its visit to Calcutta in 

1928.He opposed the communal policies of the Muslim League.  

Ansari was against the Muslim League demand for the creation of Pakistan. To 

counter the demand of the Muslim League for a separate Muslim nation he started the 

Momin Movement in 1937-38. Under this banner he worked for the social, political, 

economic emancipation and also upliftment of the backward Momincaste which 

constituted large proportion in India‘s Muslim population.Momin movement supported the 

Indian National Congress Party which he perceived to be fighting for freedom for a united 

India, and for the establishment and development of social equality, secularism and 

democracy. He also worked for the welfare of the artisans and weavers communities, and 

for the development of the handloom sector in the textile industry of the country. 

Another distinguishing quality of his is the unflinching faith in united national 

identity. And if he is called a pillar of National integration and unity, it would not be 

wrong. The Nationalist Movement which was founded by Husain Ahmed Madni, Maulana 

Azad, Dr. Zakir Hussain and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was carried forward by leaders 

among whom Ansari is among the leading ones.
4  

The leadership of Abdul Qayuum Ansari became obvious in 1946 elections, in 

which Abdul Majid from the United Provinces and Abdul Qayuum Ansari from Bihar 

challenged the claim of the Muslim League for being the only representative of the 

Muslim community. In this election six candidates of the Momin Conference—including 

Ansari were declared successful.
5 

 Ansari was inducted in the first Bihar Congress cabinet 

in 1946 at the behest of Patel, when Maulana Azad had removed his name.  

Dr. Hasan Nishat Ansari writes: ‗Sardar Patel had asked for an exception to be 

made in his case and recommended his inclusion in the Bihar cabinet. The Amrita Bazar 

Patrika of April 30 1946 reported that Mr. Ansari was the first Momin to become a 

minister of the Crown.‘
6 

Eventually he dissolved the Momin Conference as a political 

body, and made it a social and economic organization. He was a Minister in the Bihar 

Cabinet for about 17 years and held various important portfolios and discharged his 
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responsibilities most ably, building up a reputation for selfless service and integrity.His 

personality was not boring and dull like other politicians. He has many interests and 

colourful personality. Before entering politics, he has been a poet and also founded two 

journals. After he came in politics, such hobbies ended but the interest remained till the 

very end. With his own contribution, he founded one daily and one literary journal from 

Patna.
7  

During the aggression of Pakistan on Kashmir in October 1947, he came forward 

and condemned the same and strenuously worked to rouse the Muslim masses to counter 

such aggressions as true citizens of India
8
.  As an aftermath of this he founded the Indian 

Muslim Youth Kashmir Front in 1957 for liberation of Pakistani occupied areas of 

Kashmir. He supported the Indian Governmentin the anti-Indian uprising of the Razakars 

in Hyderabad during September, 1948.A champion of the poor and downtrodden, Abdul 

Qaiyum Ansari worked for the spread of education and literacy and the first All India 

Backward Classes Commission was appointed by the Government of India in 1953 largely 

at his initiative.  

Abdul Qaiyum Ansari died on 18 January 1973, at village Amiawar of Bihar, while 

inspecting damages caused to the village by the collapse of the Dehri-Arrah canal and 

organizing relief to its homeless people. The Postal and Telecom department issued stamp 

in his honour in 2005. His legacy is carried on. 
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Abstract 

          Women, who constitute nearly half of the humanity, have been held back in many 
social and economic areas. It has been felt that a lower status of women is a handicap for 
the growth of mankind as a whole. In a traditional society the women grow up in a fairly 
sheltered environment and most decisions affecting their future are made by others. In 
reviewing the history of recent socio-political dynamics, specially in the third world 
countries, it is clearly observed that irrespective of the change of regimes, women are 
oppressed and exploited in various repressive ways (Suguna, 1985). In India, in most 
cases, the socio-economic status of a girl is determined by the event of her marriage – the 
education, occupation and income of her husband. But a boy with good occupation and 
income is difficult to be available without offering adequate amount of dowry. The 
parents are generally worried about arrangement of the dowry sums since the time a 
daughter is born. The daughter is considered as a liability while a son is treated as an 
asset. In many Hindu castes a deep-rooted perception that bridal family is inferior to that 
of the family of a groom, provides adequate strength to dowry seekers to exploit the 
other side. The study of the dowry system is complicated as its perpetuation has 
orientations in the mechanism of ‘gender gap effects’ and various socio-economic and 
demographic forces. 

An attempt has been made in the present paper to study the causes of the 
prevailing dowry system in India against the background of a brief discussion on its 
evolution. It has also been tried to examine the socio-demographic effects of this evil 
custom. The analysis is mainly based on the surveys conducted in different parts of the 
country during the recent past. 

Key Words: Dimension, Socio- economic, Socio-demographic, Dowry, Custom 

Evolution of the dowry system 

In India the historical evidence about the pre-vedic marriage patterns is 

inadequate. The dowry system has been derived from an ancient Hindu custom which 

was intended to ensure financial security to the birde (Stan, 1979). During vedic period 

the marriage hymns of the Rigveda and the Atharvaveda showed the prevalence of the 

dowry system but at that time dowry was regarded as dakshina (gift), a part of the 
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ceremony of Kanyadan (giving away girl as a gift to bride groom by her father). In ancient 

period traditionally a girl had no right to any immovable property in her natal lineage and 

all that she got in her marriage from her parents and close relations were gifts of 

jewellery, clothing and cash. All these along with the gifts made to her by her husband 

constituted stridhana (exclusive property of the woman). These marriages were of very 

young persons and they needed financial support from their parents and in-laws. All gifts 

whether in kind or cash were given voluntarily by father of a girl and there was usually no 

bargaining in this regard. 

In the pre-British period, dowry was mainly offered by father of a girl due to his 

attachment and affection for the daughter. A person was not socially degraded if he 

could not afford adequate gifts in his daughter’s marriage. Gradually a religious thinking 

developed among Hindus that it would be sinful if father did not give dowry in marriage 

of the daughter. 

The dowry as an evil system developed only during the 20th century, particularly 

since the second world war. During the war period prices increased and many people 

earned high profits. Marriages became more expensive as larger amount of money was 

spent on marital gifts. But after the war the business activities, profits and the prices 

were reduced while the dowry market remained unaffected (Hooja, 1969).  

At present the ‘dowry’ has become an ánti-social institution’. Those who cannot 

afford it expect that marriage of their daughters would cause their financial ruin. Now 

the marriage has largely lost the sanctity of a sacrament. The marriage ceremony has 

taken the form of a big business in which the bride-groom’s father tries to make as much 

money as possible. The more educated and qualified the boy is, the more money is 

demanded in his marriage. 

Causes of the custom 

In a particular society if there is surplus of marriageable boys over the marriageable girls 

the parents should face no major problem to find matches for their daughters. If the 

problem is faced by them it means that the forces of the demand and supply relating to 

boys and girls are not perfectly operating in the marriage market and certain other socio-

economic factors are more dominant.  

It appears that in the marriage market the forces of demand and supply relating 

to boys and girls play their limited role as the necessary supply of both sexes do not 

forthcome in the right place and in right numbers particularly due to caste factors, lack of 
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knowledge about boys and girls belonging to different regions and immobility among 

people. In India most of the Hindus prefer to marry their daughters within their castes 

which in many cases live within small geographical regions. In such traditional society 

parents of the girls do not like to marry them with boys belonging to other castes even if 

no dowry is demanded. It has been stated that ‘the pressure to pay dowry was 

compounded by the twin needs of having to get girls married before puberty, and to find 

grooms within the same caste (jati) (Srinivas, 1978). When parents of a girl do not get the 

match easily within the caste and sub caste, they are frustrated. As the suitable boy is 

searched in a limited group and area, the match is found with dowry demand.  

One of the important reasons for persistence of this evil system is that large 

amount of dowry is considered as status symbol. It has been observed that the dowry is 

regarded to be a matter of prestige and in some cases a glimpse of the gifts at display 

becomes a part of the marriage ceremony (Awasthi, 1979). The rich and the poor, people 

belonging to lower or upper castes generally get intrinsic joy and satisfaction if they can 

give ample ‘property’ to their daughters (Hooja, 1969). In a traditional Hindu society of 

India if the amount of dowry in large, the family gets respect and high social status. 

Another reason for wider prevalence of the dowry custom is rise in the level of 

general prices. Under the inflationary pressure it is difficult for many to raise their 

economic status in short period. If they get large dowry they become rich very quickly. 

Mrs. Subhadra Butalia of Delhi, in this regard, says ‘marriage has now become a market 

transaction with grooms party seeking dowry under a ‘get-rich-quick’ scheme and the 

brides’ parents eager to buy their daughter a comfortable future (Northern Indian 

Patrika, 1982). As education has become expensive, the parents demand heavy dowry for 

their educated sons. The dowry is also desired in the wedding of sons to give it in the 

daughter’s marriage (Ghosh, 1984). 

It has also been found that the dowry sums increase with higher age of marriage 

of the girls. A survey conducted on child marriage during 1986 in the selected rural areas 

of 3 districts of Uttar Pradesh (Dehradun, Pratapgarh and Lucknow) by the Population 

Research Centre of Lucknow University revealed that many parents got their daughters 

married during their childhood due to their belief that amount of dowry could be 

demanded with the delayed marriage (Rastogi, 1998) 

Illiteracy, ignorance and lack of education among people makes the legislative 

enactment relating to dowry as ineffective. The Bihar Dowry Restraint Act was enacted in 

1950. First all-India anti dowry legislation was the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961. The Act 

prescribes the punishment for giving or taking dowry. The Act was recently amended and 



 

Journal of Socio-Educational & Cultural Research, Vol. 5, No. 10, Jan-June, 2019        ISSN : 2394-2878 

 

 

45 

the punishment was made more stringent. But most of the illiterate and uneducated 

people are not aware of the anti dowry legislation. It has been observed that the ‘women 

are upholding the dowry custom, because they are the least educated to understand its 

ramifications’ (Hooja, 1969). A survey conducted in Lucknow city revealed that 23 

percent of the male and 62 percent of the female respondents in the sample were not 

even aware of the Dowry Prohibition Act (Avasthi 1979). 

Another important reason for the persistence of dowry system has been felt as 

the income differentials. Many people have black money and they demonstrate their 

prosperity in marriage parties by offering heavy dowries. A rich man can afford to give 

lakhs of rupees in cash or in kind in the shape of dowry but he fails to realise that the 

others in the society cannot afford to do this.  

Consequences 

The preceding analysis shows that a direct effect of the dowry custom is related 

with undue pressure on earnings of the poor parents having daughters. Such pressure on 

limited income of the parents may compel many of them to raise their earnings through 

undesirable ways. It has been observed that many fathers have to arrange the amount of 

dowry through heavy debts or by selling their property. Sometimes it happens that the 

bridegroom’s father returns the marriage party (Barat) without the marriage ceremony 

being performed simply because the dowry has not been offered in full tune of the 

demand made, thus causing psychological maladjustment in a section of the society 

(Hellen, 1963). This indicates that in marriage ceremonies the matter that occupies the 

sole consideration is money.  

The institution of dowry is highly damaging in the context of demographic 

attitudes and practices among people. As the dowry is irksome and uneconomical, the 

daughters are rarely wanted by the couples. In most cases the birth of a son is an event 

of a joy while a daughter is considered as a burden on the family.  Many parents invest 

more in nutrition, education and overall growth of the boys than the girls. This leads to 

hamper the qualitative growth of the female population and leads to lower status of 

women in the society. It is believed by the demographers that ‘son preference’ and 

‘lower status of women’ create conditions favourable to higher levels of fertility and 

faster rate of population growth. Couples generally continue child-bearing till they get 

two or more sons. They actually do not want daughters but are bound to accept female 

issues for having the sons during the reproductive period of their life. This ultimately 

raises the level of fertility. If the birth rate is to be reduced in the country, it is necessary 

that couples get pleasure in having daughters and they stop child bearing even if they 



 

Journal of Socio-Educational & Cultural Research, Vol. 5, No. 10, Jan-June, 2019        ISSN : 2394-2878 

 

 

46 

have two female issues. Thus, if population of the country is to be controlled, value of the 

daughters is to be raised through removal of the dowry custom and raising the status of 

women. 

Conclusion 

The study shows that the dowry system has been derived from an ancient hindu 

custom and in the beginning no stigma was attached with it. The dowry was regarded as 

an exclusive property of the woman and was known as Stridhan. All gifts whether in cash 

or kind were voluntarily given as dowry in the marriage. The dowry as an evil system 

developed only during the 20th century. After the second world war general prices and 

profits increased which raised the amount of dowry. Gradually the system became an 

anti-social institution and in most cases marriage took the form of market transaction. 

The dowry seekers go to the extent of strangulating or burning daughters-in-law. 

Growing dowry deaths are to be checked by all means. Regarding effects of the dowry 

custom it has been noticed that many parents arrange the amount of dowry through 

heavy debts or by selling their property. As the dowry is irksome and uneconomical, 

people generally feel unhappy on birth of a female child. A survey conducted in the 

selected rural areas of Uttar Pradesh showed that rural couples largely feel unhappy on 

birth of a daughter because dowry sums will have to be arranged for marriage. But these 

couples feel great pleasure if a son is born. Most of the couples do not want daughters 

but are bound to accept female issues for having the sons during the reproductive period 

of life. They generally continue child bearing till they get two or more sons. This 

ultimately raises the level of fertility and promotes population growth. 

On the basis of above findings following suggestions can be made : 

1- Stronger social resistance is needed against the dowry evil and more public 

attention should be focused on such abuse through different media. Wider 

awareness is needed among people regarding anti-dowry legislation. Effective 

implementation of the dowry Prohibition Act should be ensured through greater 

involvement of the women’s organizations in curbing the evil. 

2- Hindu marriage system based on caste pattern should be rejected by all sections 

of the society. Inter-caste marriages are to be encouraged to widen the area 

where parents of the girls may easily get the match. An Inter-caste marriages can 

help remove disappointment and frustration that the girl’s parents usually face 

when large dowry sums are demanded. 

3- A demographic massage should be spread among the parents that men are more 

than women and boys outnumber the girls in the country. In this regard further 
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knowledge should be provided that the scarcity of grooms and dowry demands 

may largely be eliminated if matrimonial matches are sought without religious 

and caste considerations. 

4- Parents should change their negative attitude towards daughters and develop a 

rational view that a girl is not inferior to a boy. They should pay full attention 

towards nutrition and health care of the girls to prepare them as healthy citizen. If 

they intend to develop girls like boys it should not be thought that a daughter is 

burden on the family and her role is to be limited to home, husband and children. 

5- Stronger efforts are needed to promote the level of education and economic 

independence among the girls. If the girls are well educated and self-dependent 

they can effectively protest against the dowry taking in their marriage. Women 

should not be an object of change rather than they should become agent of the 

change. If girls and women are highly educated, professionally trained and 

occupationally rich, they themselves may organise and curb the dowry evil 

through collective consciousness. 

6- If the civil marriage system is encouraged, where girls find out a suitable match 

for themselves, the dowry system can be eliminated to a great extent. 

7- Income differentials should be reduced in the society and rich people should be 

motivated and educated on socio-economic and moral grounds not to pay and 

take dowry sums openly or secretly. 

8- The incidence of dowry can also be reduced by having lesser number of children 

and providing daughters their share of father’s property. 
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Abstract 

      The belief and aim that women should have the same rights and opportunities as men 

are called feminism. It has always been a burning issue in Indian English Literature. The 

movement was first started by Mary Wollstonecraft, the first feminist. Her premier 

feminist work “A Vindication of the Rights of Women” is a milestone in the history of 

modern feminism. The work argued that the rights of man applied equally to both sexes. 

Thus the feminist movement sweeping through Europe, America and Australia came to 

India. Indian writers during both the pre and post independence period have articulated 

the social reforms and agencies of people. This study of feminism is based on her novels 

such as Difficult Daughters, A Married Women, Home and The Immigrant. 

Key Words:- Paradigm, Feminism, Phallogocentric, Deconstruction, Assimilation. 

 Feminism means a belief in the principle women that should have the same rights 

and opportunities (legal, political, social, economical etc.) as men. It became a movement 

when the problem of inequality between the sexes was highlighted in A Vindication of 

the Rights of Women by Mary Wollstonecraft. 

 Feminism as an international socio-political Movement since 1960s is a struggle 

oppression and subjugation of woman in a dominant phallogocentric, patriarchal 

symbolic order which is based on irrational discrimination on the basis of gender. In 

recent times, feminist ideology tries to destroy masculinist hierarchy rather the sexual 

dualism. It is an effort to rebalance between women and men in their play of social, 

political and economic power within a given society. Towards the end of the twentieth 

century, feminism as a concept recognizes world realities in relation to human 

relationship, more specifically man-woman relationship. Recent fiction has responded to 

the new awakening of the feminist consciousness and deconstructs human relationship 

in social, political, psychic, cultural and economic planes. ‘Feminism’s crucial struggle 

against the oppressive culture of patriarchy is of immense significance in Indian context 

and Indian English fiction. During the last two decades of the 20th century in India, there 

was emergence of the rebellious, self-assertive, ‘New women’ replacing the subdued, 

confined and submissive women of forties and fifties as well as the educated and the 

assertive female of the sixties and the seventies. The New Woman is not necessarily a 
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western model; she is rather authentically an Indian. That is therefore the insights and 

precision of western feminist theories, which are generally applied to the study of Indian 

literacy texts, are to be modified with reference to the indigenous ethos rather than the 

borrowed ones. It is so because Indian has a different history, different forms of social 

stratification, ideologies, caste configurations and patriarchal domination. 

 Feminism emerges as a concept that is based on a critical analysis of male 

privilege and woman’s subordination within any given society. It opposes woman’s 

subordination to men in the family and society. Feminism is a global and revolutionary 

ideology that is political because it is concerned with the question of power. A feminist is 

one who is awakened and conscious about woman’s life and problems. The feminist 

apprehends certain features of social reality as intolerable as to be rejected if one is to 

transform the society for a better future.  The concept of woman is of central importance 

in the formation of feminist theory. Themes explored in feminism and feminist theory 

include patriarchy, sexual objectification and oppression. In literary theory Feminism 

means challenging the patriarchal canons Feminist theory studies a structural inequality 

of women caused by systematic social injustice. 

 The study of feminist theories begins with the eighteenth century and continues 

until the present times. Feminist theories try to identify such bases and then negotiate 

them by sensitizing readers to their existence. Feminism is a political perception based on 

two fundamental premises. Gender difference is the foundation of a structural inequality 

between women and men by which women suffer systematic social injustice. The 

inequality between the sexes is not the result of biological necessity but is produced by 

the cultural construction of gender difference. Sex refers to the determining of identity 

on the basis of biological category while gender connotes the cultural meaning attached 

to sexual identify. In other words gender is the product of cultural meaning attached to 

sexual identity. In other words gender is the product of cultural conditioning. Feminist 

theories range themselves against various structures and inter relationships of power the 

state, the Church, law and the academy which they see as patriarchal. Socialism and 

feminism at the beginning of the nineteenth century emphasized the ways in which 

discrimination against women is manifested and how this can be resisted. 

 For feminist the text is battleground where actual power relations between men 

and women are placed out. The representation of women in literature was felt to be one 

of the most important forms of socialization. The women’s movement of the 1960s was a 

renewal of an old tradition of thought and action. This movement was literary in the 

beginning in the sense that it realized the significance of the images of women 

promulgated by literature. The women’s movement became a major political issue in 



 

Journal of Socio-Educational & Cultural Research, Vol. 5, No. 10, Jan-June, 2019        ISSN : 2394-2878 

 

 

51 

economics and culture. Literary critics influenced by the movement undertook a whole 

new project. Feminist critics assume that literary texts operate on the lines of power 

struggle between men and women. The text naturalizes the oppression of women. 

Feminist critics argue that literary texts reproduce social basis that see woman as only 

the other partner of male. Religion, social conditions and cultural traditional perceive the 

woman as an adjunct to the male. This means that the women’s identity is never 

separate but is subsumed under that of the male. The woman is typecast as “Mother 

Nature” thus reducing her to the perpetually giving all forgiving nature that never 

demands anything and is willing to suffer anything for her son. Sex is biological while 

gender is socially constructed. There is no necessary link between gender and biological 

sex. Masculinity and feminity are essentially coercive categories. 

 In 1960s and 1970s feminism largely represented and was concerned with 

problems faced by Western middle class women while at the same time claiming to 

represent all women.  Feminist activists emerged from diverse communities. 

 Many feminist argue that feminism is a grass root movement that seeks to cross 

boundaries on social class, race, culture and religion. In 1970 in feminist criticism the 

major effort went into exposing what might be called the mechanisms of patriarchy and 

women which perpetuated sexual inequality. In 1970 Elaine shows alter detects in the 

history of women’s writing a feminine please. In 1980 feminist criticism explored the 

nature of the female world and outlook. 

 Indian writing in English is replete with various women writers of English who 

have heralded a new concept and vision about women empowerment and identity crisis 

of women. These writers are Kamala Das, Shashi Deshpande, Nayantara Sahgal, Anita 

Desai, Namita Gokhale, Arundhati Roy, Shobha De etc. Among them the name of Manju 

Kapur is very remarkable because she had presented the miser plights and sufferings of 

women in a conservative atmosphere. Kapur’s novel, Difficult Daughters (1998), A 

Married Woman (2002), Home (2006) and The Immigrant (2008) very brilliant portray the 

present day woman who attempt to break through the sufferings that traditional society 

imposes on them. 

 Manju Kapur teaches English literature at Miranda House College, Delhi 

University. Her first novel ‘Difficult Daughters’ received huge international acclaim. This 

novel was published in 1998. Her second novel ‘A Married Women’ was published in 

2002. Her third novel ‘Home’ was published in 2006. Her fourth novel, ‘The Immigrant’ 

was published in 2009. ‘Difficult Daughters’ was awarded the Commonwealth Writers 
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Prize for the best first book (Eurasia) and was a number one best seller in India. She is 

married to Gun Nidhi Dalmia and lives in New Delhi. 

 The portrayal of woman in Indian English fiction as the silent suffer and up holder 

of the tradition and traditional values of family and society has undergone a tremendous 

change and is no longer presented as a passive character. Kamala Markandaya, 

Nayantara Sehgal, Anita Desai, Shashi Despande and many women as an individual 

rebelling against the traditional role, breaking the silence of suffering trying to move out 

of the caged existence and asserting the individuals self. This woman is trying to be 

herself and yet does not wish to break up the family ties. Since Gandhiji helped the 

women to cross the threshold of family life and move out into the outer world of 

freedom struggle and social reform, the woman is presented with varied opportunities 

not only today but also yesterday during freedom movement. Yet writing in 1998, Manju 

Kapur, in her novels presents women who try to establish their own identity. The women 

of India have indeed achieved their success in half a century of Independence, but if 

there is to be a true female, independence, much remains to be done. The fight for 

autonomy remains an unfinished combat. 

 In her quest of identify, Virmati the central character of the novel, rebels against 

tradition. She is impelled by the inner need to feel loved as an individual rather than as a 

responsible daughter. The title of the novel, ‘Difficult Daughters’ is an indication to the 

message that a woman, who tries in search o an identity, is branded as a difficult 

daughter by the family and the society as well. 

 ‘Difficult Daughter’ is the story of a young woman, named Virmati born in 

Amritsar into austere and high mined household. The story tells how she is torn between 

family duty, the desire for education and elicit love. This is a story of sorrow, love and 

compromise. The major portion deals with Virmati’s love affairs with professor and rest 

part describes fighting struggle for freedom. 

 Virmati is the eldest daughter of Kasturi and Suraj Prakash. Kasturi has eleven 

children. One after another she gives birth to children and thus whole burden of 

household work increases over Virmati, being the eldest daughter. Due to her busy 

routine she does not do well in her studies and fails. She falls in love with a professor, a 

man who is already married. He sublets a portion of Virmati’s house. Thus professor 

develops on intimate relationship with Virmati and decides an appropriate place for 

regular meeting. Here Virmati’s parents decides marry her to an engineer Inderjeet but 

due to the death in his family marriage is postponed for two years. During this period 

Virmati’s passes her FA exam and denies for marriage. Professor insists Virmate on being 
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firm. Now Virmati becomes mentally disturb and goes to Tarashika and drowns herself. 

She is escaped by the servants of her grandfather Lala Divan Divan chand and returns to 

her house at Lepel Griffin Road. Everybody inquires the reason and finally she declares 

that the does not like the boy and wants to study further. So marriage is settled with 

Indumatim the second daughter. 

 Now Kasturi has to go with Virmati to Lahore for getting her admit in RBSL college 

and principal assures Kasturi that there will be no problem and she has her eye fixed 

firmly on each one. Sakuntala who has been a source of inspiration for Virmati, visits her 

regularly. Professor’s course of meeting to Viru has yet not stopped and during this 

period she becomes pregnant. She becomes restless and with the help of her room mate 

Swarnlata  

She gets abortion. 

 After completing her B.T. she returns to Amritsar and is offered the principal ship 

of a college, she joins it but in Sultanpur too Harish visits her and there meetings are 

observed by Lalaji. She is dismissed so she decides to go to Nariniketan but on the way 

she meets Harish’s close friend Poet who is already aware of their intimate relationship. 

So he does not let her go and calls Harish. He performs all the rituals of marriage. 

Professor with Virmati returns home. 

 During her conjugal life Virmati feels that it would have been better is she had not 

been married with Harish. After sometimes she gives birth to a daughter Ida. And at the 

beginning of the Novel this girl Ida ponders over her mother’s life. 

 Virmati has to fight against the power of the mother as well as the oppressive 

forces of patriarchy symbolized by the mother figure. The rebel in Virmati might have 

actually exchange one kind of slavery for another. But towards the end she becomes free, 

free even from the oppressive love of her husband. Once she succeed in doing that, she 

gets her husband all by herself, her child the reconciliation with her family. In the 

patriarchal Indian Society marriage is a means of deliverance from being socially 

condemned and it relieves a woman from the sense of insecurity and uncertainty. To the 

older generation marriage is no reason to rebel, it was accepted as a part of life’s 

pleasure and was a phase of initiating certain Dharmas associated with social and 

religious institutions. Off course love was not the prerequisite or a desired basis for 

marriage, if Virmati’s mother Kasturi and Ganga (Prof. Harish Chandra’s first wife) seeks 

pleasure in domestic up doings. Virmati struggle between the physical and moral, the 

head and the heart. Finally she gives way to her heart and body.   
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 In her novel ‘A Married Woman’ Manju kapur has taken writing as a protest a 

way of mapping from the point of a woman’s experience. Kapur negotiates different 

issue emerging out of a socio-political upheaval in her country. In a realistic way, she has 

described the Indian male perception of woman as a holy cow even though women are 

not very interested in history and those in power trying to twist and turn historical facts 

to serve their own purposes. 

 Ms, Manju Kapur’s second novel ‘A Married Woman’ is the story of Astha an 

educated, upper middle class, working Delhi woman. As a girl, she was brought up with 

large supplements of fear. She was her parents only child. Her education, her character, 

her health, her marriage these were her parent’s burdens. But like a common school 

going girl she often imagines of romantic and handsome Young man holding her in his 

strong manly embrace. In her adolescence she falls in love with a boy of her age. Day and 

night the though of him kept her insides churning. She was unable to eat, sleep or study. 

In the main time she is emotionally engage with Rhan and they enjoy physical 

relationship. This relationship is finished within a few days as Rohan moves to Oxford for 

further studies and her marriage is settled with Hemant who belongs to a bureaucrat 

family. They live in Vasant Vihar, a posh colony in New Delhi. They start their married life 

and soon As the is fed up with it. Astha starts teaching in public school after much 

resistance from her husband and her parents. During her staying in this schoold she 

participates in a workshop on communalism which is being led by an intellectual artiste 

Aijaz Akhtar Kha, the founder of ‘The Street Theater Group’. Aijaz teaches history and 

during the holidays he performs plays in school, slums, factories, streets small town an 

villages to create empathy and to generate social awareness. Although Astha and been a 

mother of a son and a daughter by this time. She is festinated by the multifaceted 

personality of Aijaz. But ferocious soon this relationshop is over as the workshop finishes. 

After a few days Astha reads the news of Aijaz’s murder. Babri Masjid is demolished in 

Ayodhya and there is a lot of turmoil throughout the country. To establish religious 

harmony and social integration processions are organized by ‘The Street Theater Group’. 

In one of such processions Astha meets Pipeelika and she comes to know that she is the 

widow of Aijaz. She feels great empathy to Pipeelika and a powerful physical relationship 

is establish between them. This relationship is a challenge for her husband and family. 

They both live together and deep emotional attachment develops between them. Astha 

is on the verge of loosing her conventions marriage. Pipeelika leaves Indian to study 

abroad and Astha returns back to her family. 

 ‘A Married Woman’ is beautifully, honest and seductive story of love and deep 

attachment set at a time of political and religious turmoil. 



 

Journal of Socio-Educational & Cultural Research, Vol. 5, No. 10, Jan-June, 2019        ISSN : 2394-2878 

 

 

55 

 ‘Home’ is the third novel, by Manju Kapur. This is fast moving story which makes 

an ordinary middle class family’s life in Delhi. The man character or the patriarch of a 

cloth business Banwarilal lives in New Delhi neighborhood of Karol Bagh. Banwarilal 

believes in the old ways and is the firm believer of that men work out of the home, 

woman within. Men carry forward the family line, women enable their mission. His two 

sons unquestioningly follow their father but their wives do not. Both brothers carry their 

lives as well as business according to the wishes of their father. As the time passes 

Banwarilal dies and the whole burden of the family comes to Yashpal, being the elder 

one. He has one sister who becomes widow in house in Karol Bagh. At the beginning of 

the story Sona and Rupa both sisters are childless. They could not conceive for a long 

time. Sona keeps but it is of no use. Sona belongs to a rich family in comparison of her 

sister Rupa. Rupa’s husband is an educated man. They passes their lives happily. After a 

long time Sona gives birth to Nisha and then to Virat. Nisha is physically tortured by 

Vicky, her cousin. She feels mentally disturb so she is sent the Rupa’s home for a change. 

Here she gets education well. After some time she returns to her home where no one 

pays much attention towards her studies and she gets compartment in two subjects. She 

is guided by Premanth. She passes in it and enters in college for getting higher education. 

She meets a boy and decides to marry him ignoring his caste and creed. 

 ‘The Immigrant’ is the fourth novel, by Manju Kapur. Since her popular debut, 

Difficult Daughter, Manju Kapur has written a series of comic and wordly novels detailing 

the common concerns of middle class Indian woman. A married Woman ever included a 

lesbian romance. The Immigrant, her fourth work, chronicles the lives of two NRIs (non-

resident Indians), Nina and Ananda, and their newly-married life in 1970s Canada. 

 Anands, a freshly trained dentist, is still grieving for his parents, recently killed in a 

rickshaw accident; Nina,, a 30-year-old teacher from Delhi, realizes that Ananda is her 

last shot a marriage and children. The couple embrace the “empty prettiness” of Nova 

Scotia with enthusiasm. Novels about the trials of assimilation are two-a-penny but 

Kapur, an astute observer, gives the familiar story a cheerily satiric spin. While Ananda 

finds it scarily easy to exchange dhal for spareribs, and Nina soon ditches her saris in 

favour of sweat pants, what proves more difficult is adaption to the alien rituals of 

married life. 

 Thus the novel depicts how family norms are is ignored by the new generation. 

Manju Kapur’s novels present the changing image of women moving away from 

traditional portrayals of enduring, self sacrificing women towards self assured assertive 

an ambitious women making society aware of their presence and demands and in this 

way providing a puissant medium for self expression in the works of Manju Kapur. 
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 It will be interesting to note man woman relationship in all the three novels of 

Manju Kapur which determines the various yardsticks of the exiting human world and 

more contemporarily and emerging is feminism. As a element of feminism especially in 

the realm of biological, sexual, cultural and racial aspects have been appropriately 

evaluated and introspected in her creations, 
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Abstract 

 The present study was designed to compare level of aspiration of Government-

aided and private school secondary teachers. The main objective of the study was to know 

the level of aspiration of government-aided and private school teachers. To compare the 

level of aspiration of government aided and private secondary school teachers. 

 The sample for the present study consisted of 200 secondary schools teachers (100 

Government-aided secondary school teachers and 100 private school secondary teachers) 

selected randomly from the different schools in Meerut district of Uttar Pradesh. In the 

order to assess the level of aspirations of government-aided and private school teacher 

level of aspiration tools by Dr. Mahesh Bhargawa and Late Prof. M.A. Shah was used to 

measure the level of aspiration of the teacher in Secondary schools. 

 The result revealed that there is a significant difference between government -

aided secondary school teachers and private school teachers. It was found that level of 

aspiration of government aided secondary school teachers was higher than private school 

teachers. 

Keywords:- Level of Aspiration, Secondary Teachers, Measure, Government-aided 

schools,       Private schools. 

INTRODUCTION 

Education is the process of facilitating learning or the acquisition of knowledge skills 

values beliefs and habits. The reason the modern contemporary society is the fast changing 

in nature because of the scientific progress and technological achievements. Education is 

the vital instrument, it is therefore clearly visualized that education is most potent or vital 

instrument will never suffice until and unless we give it a practical shape. This can be 

through teaching as a profession where teacher will handle this teaching task by accepting 

teaching as their process and get proper identification and placement when teaching is 
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accepted as a profession. Level of aspiration is an approach to perform a group or as an 

individual which assumes the level of emotional and motivation consequences of a talk 

will not only to determine by the success of the task but the goal to finish it too. The level 

of aspiration theory states the success of the task will be determined at least in some part 

by the drive to complete it.  

The level of aspiration means, what a person aspired or desired to achieve in a particular 

area, subject or field. It has been observed that most of the teachers do not have high level 

of aspiration. They worked hard but still lack in their performance strong desire to achieve 

something such as success.  

 Level of Aspiration' is a psychological construct which reflects a cognitive type of 

motivation of the reasons. Frank defines it in terms of the Level of future performance in a 

familiar task which an individual knowing his level of past performance in that task, 

explicitly undertakes to reach. James Dreyer explains it as a frame of reference involving 

self-esteem or alternatively as a standard with reference to which an individual 

experiences i.e. if he has the feeling of success or failure. Thus, the term Level of 

Aspiration involves the estimation of his ability (whether over, under or realistic) for his 

future performance on the strength of his past experience (goal discrepancy), his ability 

and capacity, the efforts that he can make towards attaining the goal, thus set by him. The 

goal setting behavior as well as the process of attaining the goal is consequences of his 

past experience, whether failure oriented or success-oriented, level of efforts made by him 

in that direction and his capacity achieve the destination. The degree or quality of 

performance exhibited in a testing situation that a person desire to attain or feels he or she 

can achieve.  

Aspiration has been shown to be a strong predictor of outcomes in other words 

achievements. The aspiration level of teacher has a great impact on the outcomes of 

education system. If a teacher has high aspiration the result will definitely be high and low 

with low level of aspiration. Therefore there arises a need to study the level of aspiration. 

The Level of Aspiration is usually measured in terms of Goal Difference Score. When 

GDS is very high or low, it may be claimed that one is merely imaginative, unrealistic, 

below or above his self esteem, on the notion when, actual performance and expectance of 

the individual is about the same, it may be said that person is realistic and practical in life. 

Thus, setting of level of aspiration may itself motivate the individual to try his level best, 

though sometimes acknowledge how well one has performed previously may equally be 

effective. The performance in the last trial makes one able to estimate how well he will do 

in the next trial whether he would exceed or fail short of his estimate. It is generally found 

that majority of the people tend to set their level of aspiration slightly above the previous 

performance and continue to adjust the level on successive trial. If one has reached the 

level set by him previously, the number is lowered on the subsequent trials. The greater 
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the success, the stronger the tendency to raise the level whereas the greater the failure, the 

stronger is the tendency to lower it. Level of Aspiration (LOA) is an individual's future 

expectation or ambition. It refers to the estimate of one's future in a given task. In today's 

world of competitiveness there is not a single person who is devoid of ambition in some or 

other form. A great deal of individual variation is found with regard to goal setting 

behavior. Persons with an equal amount of ability may also differ significantly in their 

goal setting behavior. Person set their aspiration level high and low.  Thus, in choosing life 

goals and in doing daily activities people differ largely in their expectations and 

aspirations. Dembo, one of the Lewin‘s student, was first of all introduced the level of 

Aspiration in 1931 in the course of an experimental investigation of anger.  

The word 'Aspire' refers to the ambition or desire, which has yet not been fulfilled and a 

man still works for it. Hoppe (1930) defined the 'Level of Aspiration' as 'a person's 

expectations, goals or claims on his own future achievement in a given task. On the basis 

of experimental analysis, Hoppe found that a given performance is accompanied by a 

feeling of failure if it falls below the LOA and a given performance is accompanied by a 

feeling of success if it goes above the LOA Therefore, LOA according to Hoppe, was 

essentially qualitative in nature, he ascertains LOA through the following lines of 

evidence: 

1. The individuals‘ goal subjective nature. 

2. The incident of success and failure experienced after the goal is achieved, conflicting 

and decision taking experience, and  

3. The influence of instantly past experience on the subsequent level of goal setting 

behavior. 

 Not only this, psychologist Hoppe has also investigated the various factors which 

effect goal-setting behavior. He concludes that individual variations are found in level of 

aspiration in his capabilities for doing a particular task. Thus, Hoppe Conceived level of 

aspiration as a technique for studying dynamic factors which let operate in the prediction 

of feeling of success and unsuccessful. Frank lighted his quantitative technique and 

altered.  

 ―Joshi (1963) pointed out that in Level of Aspiration individual strives positively 

towards the goal which is generally in keeping with his assets, whereas in wish fulfillment 

fantasies one is lost in them. According to Hurlock (1967) Aspiration means "a longing for 

what is above one's achieved level with advancement on it as its end. In other words, 

Aspiration means the goal an individual sets for himself in a task, which has intense 

personal significance for him." In short, many researchers have pointed out that Level of 

Aspiration is the expected level of achievement of the individual where difference is 
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obtained between person's performance in a task and his estimate of future performance in 

that task. A considerable number of variables in the level of aspiration situations have 

been worked out by foreign and Indian researchers. Alwin & Otto in 1971 found that 

parental influences on aspirations are crucial because parents control both financial and 

psychological resources and are key factors in socialization. Aspirations can also be 

shaped through the social milieu of school setting; Bhargava (1976) found that level of 

aspiration of the child is closely related to his self concept and educational achievement. 

Sarala Ram (1978) observed insignificant, very low relationship between level of 

aspiration and three areas of adjustment like-emotional, social and educational. On the 

whole, there are wide individual differences in level of aspiration.  

 Determinants of Level of Aspiration 

Level of aspiration is usually influenced by two types of factors personal and 

environmental. In early age of childhood, before the child is old enough to know what his 

abilities, capacity, interest, social value and moral value his aspirations are largely shaped 

is environment. As he grows up and becomes more aware of his abilities, capacity, social 

value, moral value, value and interests, personal factors have a greater influence. But 

many of his aspirations, his values, for example, are still environmental in origin.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

The present investigation has been undertaken with a view to fulfill the following 

objectives:  

1. To assess the Level of aspiration of secondary teachers of Government aided schools.  

2. To assess the Level of aspiration of secondary teachers of Private schools.  

3. To compare the Level of aspiration of secondary teachers of Government aided and  

Private schools. 

 4. To compare the level of aspiration of male and female secondary school teachers. 

HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY  

1. The Secondary teachers of Government- aided schools have moderate Level of   

aspiration.  

2. The Secondary teachers of Private schools have moderate level of aspiration.  

3. There is no significant difference between Level of aspiration of secondary teachers of 

Government aided and Private schools 

4. There is no significant difference between Level of Aspiration of male and female 

secondary school teachers. 

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF THE VARIABLES  

 Level of Aspiration:  
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Everyone aims at reaching a definite goal or excellence in performance and in doing so; he 

sets a desire for distinction which has an inner structure known as "level of aspiration" 

Government-aided school 

The schools who gets aid from the government is termed as aided school. The Government 

pays salary to the teachers of the aided schools and proper pay scale is given to the 

teachers. 

 Private School 

The schools that do not get any funds or aid from the government are called private 

schools. The Salary of the private school teacher is paid by Management.  

 POPULATION OF THE STUDY  

A population is the totality of an object under consideration. The population for the 

purpose of this study has been defined as the total number of teachers teaching in Govt.-

aided and Private Secondary Schools of Meerut District. Thus, the result of the present 

study will only be applicable to this population of teachers.  

SAMPLE  

The principle purpose of the research will be to discover principles that have universal 

application, to arrive at generalization. To collect data from whole population would be 

impracticable, or not possible. The Process of Sampling makes it possible to draw valid 

inferences on the basis of careful observation or manipulation of variables with in a 

relatively small proportion of the population. 100 government aided secondary school 

teachers and 100 private schools secondary teachers was randomly selected from Meerut 

District. A total of 200 teachers was selected for the study. 

TOOL USED 

For measuring the Level of Aspiration of Secondary teachers of government-aided and 

private schools the investigator used  Level of Aspiration (LoA) developed by Dr Mahesh 

Bhargav and Late Prof M A Shah. 

Level of Aspiration of Secondary Teachers of Government – aided schools: 

Objective 1: To assess the Level of aspiration of Secondary Teachers of Government-

aided schools. 

Hypothesis 1: The Secondary teachers of Government-aided schools have moderate 

level of aspiration 

It is evident that the mean value of level of aspiration of secondary teachers of government 

aided schools is 3.48 and Standard Deviation is 3.36. Also from the norms table of Level 

of aspiration, the value falls in the category of high aspiration. Furthermore the 
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distribution of level of aspiration of secondary teachers of government aided schools is 

shown in the table-1 given below                   

                                                 Table-1 

Category wise of Level of Aspiration of Secondary teachers of Government –aided 

schools 

Level of 

Aspiration 

 

 

fo  fe                         𝒙𝟐  

 High  30  16    

Average  51  68                   17.06      

Low  19  16    

Total  100  100    

Significant at 0.01 Level 

In above table the chi-square test of independence was applied to test the divergence of 

observed results from those expected on the hypothesis of equal probability distribution of 

a trait in the sample. As per chi-square value, the distribution of Level of aspiration in 

whole sample was not normally distributed. 

Thus it can be interpreted that sample holds high average Level of Aspiration. Therefore it 

is concluded that secondary teachers of government aided schools are good average with 

regard to Level of Aspiration 

As the mean value comes in the category of high and standard deviation is not too high 

these two trends in conjugation indicates that the hypothesis "The secondary teachers of 

government aided schools have moderate level of aspiration" is Rejected as the secondary 

teachers of government aided schools are having high level of aspiration.  

 

Level of Aspiration of Secondary Teachers of Private schools: 

Objective 2:To assess the Level of Aspiration of Secondary Teachers of Private 

schools 

Hypothesis 2: TheSecondary teachers of Private schools have moderate Level of 

Aspiration.  
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  It is evident that the mean value of Level of aspiration of secondary teachers of 

Private schools is 2.08 and standard deviation is 3.06. Also from the norm table of Level 

of aspiration, the value falls in the category of average. Furthermore the distribution of 

level of aspiration in secondary teachers of private schools is shown in the Table-2 given 

below: 

Table-2 

Category wise Level of Aspiration of Secondary Teachers of Private schools 

Level of 

Aspiration 

 

 

Fo  Fe  𝒙𝟐 

High         22           16   

Average         58           68              5.62 

Low         20           16   

Total        100          100  

         Not Significant at 0.05 Level   

In the above table the chi-square test of independence was applied to the test the 

divergence of observed results from those expected on the hypothesis of equal probability 

distribution of trait in the sample. As the chi-square value 5.62 is lower than the table 

value 5.991, at 0.05 level of significance. The chi- square value is not significant and the 

distribution of Level of aspiration of secondary teachers is normally distributed. Thus it 

can be interpreted that sample holds moderate/Average level of aspiration. Therefore it is 

concluded that secondary teachers of private schools possess moderate/Average level of 

aspiration. 

 As the mean value comes in the category of average and standard deviation is not 

too high two trends in Conjugation Indicates that the hypothesis "The Secondary teachers 

of private schools have moderate level of aspiration." is retained as the secondary teachers 

of private schools have moderate level aspiration. 

Comparison of Level of Aspiration of secondary teachers of government-aided and 

private schools: 

Objective 3:To compare the level of aspiration of secondary teachers of government 

aided and private schools. 
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Hypothesis 3: There is no significant difference between level of aspiration of 

secondary teachers of government aided and private schools. 

Table-3 

Comparison of level of aspiration of secondary teachers of government aided and 

private schools 

Variable Sample Size Mean SD      SEM Critical    

Ratio 

Secondary teachers of 

government –aided schools 

100 3.48 3.36  

   0.454 

 

3.08 

Secondary teachers of 

private schools 

100 2.08 3.06   

Significant at 0.01 level 

 The above table reveals that the obtained critical Ratio value is 3.08 which is 

significant at 0.01 level. It seems to be safe to interpret that there exist significant 

difference in the level of aspiration of secondary teachers of government aided and private 

schools. The mean value of secondary teachers of government aided schools seen to be 

higher than secondary teachers of private schools. This results leads up to the inference 

that the secondary teachers of government aided schools possess significantly higher level 

of aspiration than secondary teachers of private schools. 

 Therefore the hypothesis that ―There is no significant difference between level of 

aspiration of secondary teachers of government aided and private schools is rejected. 

 

 

 

Objective 4:To compare the level of aspiration of male and female secondary school 

teachers. 

Hypothesis 4:There is no significant difference between level of aspiration of male 

and female secondary school teachers. 

Table 4 

Comparison of level of aspiration of male and female secondary school teachers 
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Variable Sample Size Mean SD      SEM Critical   

Ratio 

Male Secondary  

School teachers  

106 3.80 3.16  

   0.2142 

 

2.89 

Female Secondary  

School teachers 

 

94 3.18 3.36   

Significant at 0.01 level 

The above table reveals that the obtained C.R value is 2.89 which is significant at 0.01 

level of significance. It seems to be safe to interpret that there exist significant difference 

in the level of aspiration of male secondary teachers and female secondary school teachers 

The mean value of male secondary school teachers seems to be higher than female 

secondary school teachers. 

The result leads up to inference that the male secondary teachers possess significantly 

higher level of aspiration than Female secondary school teachers. 

Therefore the hypothesis that " There is no significant difference between teaching 

competence of male and female secondary school teachers‖ is rejected. 

CONCLUSION    

 From the data analysis it is clear that the secondary teacher of government-aided schools 

possess high level of aspiration while their counterpart‘s secondary teacher of private 

schools possess average level of aspiration. There also exists significant difference with 

respect to level of aspiration among secondary teachers of government-aided schools and 

private schools. Secondary teachers of government -aided schools have higher level of 

aspiration than private schools teachers. 

When we compared the level of aspiration of male and female secondary school teacher 

we find that there exists significant difference with respect level of aspiration among male 

and female secondary school teachers. The male teachers of secondary schools have high 

level of aspiration than female teachers  
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This study examines the processes of formulation of Sustainable Development Goal 12 

(SDG 12)  I. e. ‘Ensure Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns’ – and its 

targets and indicators. We argue that business interests have steered its narrative of 

sustainable growth. The outcome of the SDG 12 negotiations reflects a production- and 

design-centered perspective that emerged in the 1990s and has a business-friendly 

regulatory approach and faith in solutions through new technologies. We show how 

the targets and indicators emerged in debates between national governments, UN 

agencies, civil society and private sector organizations – and how they reflect both the 

political process and technical and practical considerations in translation of a broad 

concept into the SDG format. While the emergence of SDG 12 as a standalone goal 

stems from a push by developing countries to build pressure on developed countries, 

and its presence may open space for attention to this area in the future, many of its 

targets were watered down and left vague. The indicators to measure progress on the 

targets further narrow the scope and ambition of Goal 12, whose current content does 

not adequately reflect earlier more transformative conceptualizations of Sustainable 

Consumption and Production Exponential growth of industries and globalization has 

lead to the growth of multinationals those are main reason of environmental damage 

in different ways. Indians since ancient time believe in resource preservation and need 

base consumption. Changing economic condition and improvement in income level 

resulted into a remarkable shift in the consumption behavior of Indian middle class. 

Government and social organizations are trying to educate organizations about 

sustainable consumption. This paper aims to study the challenges of sustainable 

consumption inIndia. An integrated approach with participation of various stakeholders 

is essential to adopt the sustainable consumption practices. 

1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY: 

         Rising incomes and lifestyle changes and continued resource-intensive growth 

patterns are expected to further exacerbate resource depletion and ecosystem 

degradation. Concerted public and private action is needed to increase resource 
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efficiency.Fundamentally shift in  consumption patterns and production processes, 

improve waste management systems and transition toward a more circular economy 

approach. Sustainability is the need of present for having a good future (WCED, 1987). 

Sustainability was defined as “meeting the need of current without compromising the 

need of future generations”. Many definition of sustainability has come around since 

then. Elkington (1998) defined triple bottom line of sustainability as: economical, social 

and environmental. In the Earth Summit at Rio de Janerio in 1992 (Jennifer et. al., 2008) 

143 nations of the world have signed the ‘Earth Summit Treaty”, in order to provide 

recognition to sustainable development and consumption. In Rio (1992) Summit, Kyoto 

(2001) Summit, and Copenhagen (2009) summit have continued the dialogue, reading to 

international agreements, and national laws for the sustainability.  

2. SCOPE AND OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY:   

              The major objective of the proposed study is to frame the understanding of 

concept of SCP beyond the SDG 12 and expand it beyond its current environment 

dimension. The concept shall be studied taking consideration of its presence in UN 

guidelines for Consumer Protection under Right to Healthy Environment which goes 

beyond environment protection and is driven by views and rights of the consumers. At 

the same time, there is also need to study if the global goal of SDG 12 is making the 

desired progress in India. 

              The study also proposes to study the concept of SCP from the perspective of 

consumers who are the main force to drive change in any direction. The designs of 

policies, schemes, regulations, treaties or any agreement cannot be considered as 

appropriate without taking into consideration the views and suggestions of people whose 

lives will be affected by these documents.  

3. SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION: 

3.1. Sustainable Consumption and Production in Global Context 

           Sustainable consumption and production is about promoting resource and energy 

efficiency, sustainable infrastructure, and providing access to basic services, green and 

decent jobs and a better quality of life for all. Its implementation helps to achieve overall 

development plans, reduce future economic, environmental and social costs, strengthen 

economic competitiveness and reduce poverty. Humans use up more resources than 

what the planet can renew in a year. Should the global population reach 9.6 billion by 

2050, we will need three Earths to sustain current lifestyles for everyone. The global 

material footprint, which is the quantum of raw materials extracted to meet the 

consumption demands, has increased by 113 per cent from 43 billion metric tonnes in 

1990 to 92 billion tonnes in 2019. It is projected to grow to 190 billion tons by 2060, 

which could be disastrous for the planet and its life. Another striking development is the 
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shift of energy and resource-intensive stages of production to developing countries with 

less resource efficiency, which results in the usage of more resources.  

Each year, an estimated one-third of all food produced – equivalent to 1.3 billion tonnes 

worth around USD 1 trillion – ends up rotting in the bins of consumers and retailers or 

spoiling due to poor transportation and harvesting practices. More than one billion 

people still do not have access to freshwater. Less than 3 per cent of the world’s water is 

fresh (drinkable), of which 2.5 per cent is frozen in Antarctica, the Arctic and glaciers. 

Humanity must, therefore, rely on the rest 0.5 per cent for all freshwater needs 

3.2. Sustainable Consumption and Production in Indian Context 

             India faces a unique challenge in the imperative to lift millions of people out of 

poverty and at the same time, conserve the natural resources required to sustain 

development. In October 2015, India committed to reduce the emissions intensity of its 

GDP by 20-25 per cent from its 2005 levels by 2020 and by 33-35 per cent by 2030. There 

are efforts to adopt and implement environmental sustainability measures, which would 

help reduce the ecological footprint of economic growth by changing the patterns and 

processes of production and consumption of goods and resources. Key areas involved in 

working on targets associated with SDG 12 include efficient management of natural 

resources like land, water, and air; limiting the generation of toxic waste and pollutants 

and their safe disposal; and adoption of sustainable consumption practices in public as 

well as private spheres. Thus, stakeholders like industries, businesses and consumers play 

a large part in achieving SDG 12, while the government has pre-eminently an enabling 

and facilitative role. As a part of its commitment, India is moving towards implementing 

the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production 

(10YFP), which is a global commitment to accelerate the shift towards sustainable 

consumption and production in both developed and developing countries. The 10YFP has 

six programme areas: sustainable public procurement, sustainable buildings and 

construction, sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, sustainable food systems, 

consumer information, and sustainable lifestyles and education. The government has 

incorporated critical strategies from the 10-YFP in respective sectoral programmes and 

initiatives.  

3.2.1. Natural Resource Management and Food Systems  

               Sustainable agriculture is indispensable for a sustainable food system in India. 

The National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA), in tandem with other missions 

under the National Action Plan on Climate Change, strives to optimize agricultural 

productivity and mitigate climate change impacts. Soil Health Management (SHM) 

initiative promotes organic manures and bio-fertilizers and low-input sustainable 

agriculture. In the field of sustainable farming, India’s global rank in 2019 in terms of 

landmass under organic agriculture moved up to 8th and continued to be first in terms of 
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the total number of organic producers.68 The government extensively supports certified 

organic farm production in a value chain model in the North-East Region, one of the 18 

mega biodiversity hotspots in the world. Farmers’ access to new information, knowledge 

and skills is being strengthened through the network of Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) or 

Farmers’ Science Centres, and agriculture extension support. Comprehensive strategies 

on climate-resilient agriculture have been developed and promoted by the Indian Council 

of Agricultural Research (ICAR) producing adaptive crop regimes and crop management 

practices for different agricultural seasons. Surface and rainwater harvesting has seen 

continuous progress in terms of improved water conservation and storage through check 

dams, open wells, percolation tanks, among others. Reuse of wastewater has also been 

promoted.  

3.2.2. Resource Efficiency  

           India strives to curb resource extraction rate and improve material productivity. 

Concerted action is being taken to conserve the dwindling water resources. There is an 

effort to reduce import dependency for the majority of the ‘most critical’ materials, such 

as, cobalt, copper and lithium, which are extensively used in the high-end technology 

industry. There are also efforts to ease the pressure on crude oil, over 80 per cent of 

which is imported. Multi-stakeholder efforts are targeted at increasing the extent of 

recycling taking place in the country, which is currently in the range of 20-25 per cent.  

3.2.3. Sustainable Construction and Buildings  

              Rising awareness is leading to an upward trend in the adoption of green building  

and construction principles and parameters in India. According to the US Green Buildings 

Council, India is witnessing a dramatic increase in sustainable development practice. It 

ranks third as of 31st December 2018 in the global listing for the top ten countries for 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), with more than 899 LEED-

certified projects totalling over 24.81 million gross square meters of space. Green 

buildings are making a significant difference as the top 10 states in LEED certification are 

home to more than 840 million Indians and together account for more than 475 million 

gross square feet of LEED-certified space. Besides having a positive environmental 

impact, this green movement is also facilitating a transformation of urban habitat and 

adding more green jobs.  

3.2.4. Public Procurement  

           Government has given a boost to reforms in public procurement policy and 

practice. Several public sector entities and government departments have already 

incorporated environmental and energy efficiency criteria in their procurement 

decisions.  
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3.2.5. Sustainable Tourism  

           Tourism's direct contribution to India’s GDP is expected to grow from USD 98 

billion in 2018 to USD 106.9 billion in 2019. The Travel services and Hotel segments are 

expected to be the drivers of growth in 2019, expanding at a rate of 12 per cent and 13.2 

per cent respectively. Therefore, it is essential to build in sustainable practices in this 

sector. The Government has launched the Comprehensive Sustainable Tourism Criteria 

for three major segments of the tourism industry, namely, tour operators, 

accommodation and beaches, backwaters, lakes & rivers sectors, which incorporates 

various eco-friendly measures like Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), rain water harvesting 

system, waste management system, pollution control, introduction of non-

Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) equipment for refrigeration and air conditioning, measures for 

energy and water conservation among others 

4. TARGETS OF SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION: 

 Implement the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption 

and Production Patterns, all countries taking action, with developed countries 

taking the lead and taking into account the development and capabilities of 

developing countries 

 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural 

resources 

 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and 

reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest 

losses 

 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all 

wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed international 

frameworks, and significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human health and the environment 

 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction, 

recycling and reuse 

 Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt 

sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability information into their 

reporting cycle 

 Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in accordance with 

national policies and priorities 

 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and 

awareness for sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature 
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 Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological 

capacity to move towards more sustainable patterns of consumption and 

production 

 Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for 

sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products 

 Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption 

by removing market distortions, in accordance with national circumstances, 

including by restructuring taxation and phasing out those harmful subsidies, 

where they exist, to reflect their environmental impacts, taking fully into account 

the specific needs and conditions of developing countries and minimizing the 

possible adverse impacts on their development in a manner that protects the 

poor and the affected communities 

5. CHALLENGES OF SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION: 

 Since sustainable consumption and production aims at “doing more and better with 

less,” net welfare gains from economic activities can increase by reducing resource 

use, degradation and pollution along the whole life cycle, while increasing quality of 

life. There is the imperative of decoupling economic growth and environmental 

degradation. Against the backdrop of the interventions discussed above, the 

following issues remain essential: It is crucial to retain focus on operating a 

sustainable supply chain, involving everyone from producer to the final consumer. 

This includes educating consumers on sustainable consumption and lifestyles, 

providing them with adequate information through standards and labels and 

engaging in sustainable public procurement, among others.  

 Ineffective solid waste management needs attention, especially in urban centers. 

About a third of the population lives in urban areas. By 2050, it is expected that about 

50 per cent of India’s population will be urban, and waste generation will grow by 5 

per cent per year. It is anticipated that by 2021, 2031, and 2050, waste arising will be 

around 101 Million Metric Tonnes (MMT), 164 MMT, and 436 MMT per year, 

respectively. 

 According to the FAO, up to 40 per cent of the food produced in India is wasted. This 

also implies that water, fertilizers, and other resources that go into producing food 

also are wasted. Food disposed of in landfills produces methane, a potent 

greenhouse gas. India’s ambitious development plans call for better resource 

efficiency.  

 Estimates show that nearly 74.6 lakh tonnes of hazardous waste are generated in 

India annually. Of this, waste which can be disposed of in landfills constitutes for 

about 34.1 lakh tonnes or 46 per cent of the total. The recyclable hazardous waste 
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consists of 33.5 lakh tonnes or 45 per cent of the total. Since the amount of 

recyclable hazardous waste is a considerable percentage of the total, efforts must be 

directed towards upgrading the waste recycling mechanisms.  

 6. CONCLUSION OF THE STUDY: 

           India does not have a comprehensive sustainable consumption policy or 

framework, though most of its elements are captured in several policies in different 

areas. Having an integrated policy or framework could be a good idea. Energy 

efficiency has been an important policy concern in India for several decades, but 

same cannot be true for other resources, particularly in case of water and mineral 

resources. While, per capita resource consumption is quite low, India must adopt 

measures to ensure delinking of its economic growth from resource consumption. In 

India avoiding waste and recycling have been the cherished habits of people since 

ages. But things are changing gradually. For example, while farmers in eastern part of 

the country uses paddy straw as fodder and for other purposes, in north-western 

states like Punjab and Haryana, they are simply burnt down which is not only a 

wastage of bio-resources but also causes severe pollution. Awareness campaigns 

should be launched to ensure that people do not give up their good habits and do not 

adopt bad practices. There are several good examples in different parts of India which 

can be shared not only within India, but also outside. On the other hand, India can 

learn from other countries, particularly from the developing world. 

             SDG Index Score for Goal 12 ranges between 30 and 100 for States and between 

39 and 77 for UTs. Nagaland and Chandigarh are the top-performing among States and 

UTs, respectively. Nagaland has scored 100, making it an Achiever. Six States and four 

UTs bagged a position in the category of Front Runners (with Index score higher 

than/equal to 65). However, seven States and three UTs fell behind in the Aspirants 

category (with Index score less than 50) 
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